Dan Hess died August 4, 2000. One of his last acts was to create an endowment fund for graduate study in applied agriculture at the University of California-Davis, where he obtained his Masters (1973) and Doctoral (1975) degrees in plant physiology. Dan was born March 22, 1946 in Tacoma, WA and grew up on a farm in central Washington. He was and will be remembered as a wonderful teacher, an outstanding research scientist, a good administrator, and a fine man. It was not unusual, but it is most worthy of note that among Dan's last acts was one designed to benefit students he will never know.
After Throughout his career, he was first and foremost a weed scientist. He maintained his interest and skill as a teacher by continuing to teach in the annual Purdue University Herbicide Action Intensive Course and was an affiliate faculty member at Purdue and the University of CaliforniaDavis. His interest and dedication to weed science was demonstrated by his service and contributions to numerous WSSA committees and was further affirmed by his service as President of the Society in 1998. He was internationally known among weed scientists and was the author of more than 50 scientific articles and book chapters. His last article will appear soon in Weed Science.
Dan was one of the few truly gifted teachers who could take complex scientific matters and explain them so all could understand. His gifts as a teacher were the result of hours of hard work and continual preparation, but he made it all-the great teaching, the good writing, and the great research-look so easy. His was an example of how to do many things well and we all continue to benefit from his work. His contributions to weed science and agriculture are his legacy to us.
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